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Spread Your Wings (SYW) 
Award of Family Grants - Policy & Procedures 

 
Spread Your Wings aims to run a family grant scheme at least once each year. 
The purpose of the grant will be to meet the charity’s first objective: 
 

For the public benefit, to relieve the need of individuals and their families 
affected by Angelman syndrome and similar conditions by the provision of 
financial support for mobility aids, therapy sessions, and other essential 
services designed to assist those living with this condition. 
 

1. Grant scheme 
As funds are limited, these grants will be limited to £1,000 per Angelman person and 
a minimum of £20,000 will be reserved each year for these grants. 
 

2. Publication of grant scheme 
The scheme will be publicised via our Angelman family mailing list, our website and 
our social media. We will also ask other Angelman charities to publicise it with their 
community. The publicity will include any deadlines for applications. 
 

3. Eligibility 
 

a. Applicants must be registered as a Spread Your Wings Angelman family 
member. 

b. An Angelman syndrome diagnosis must be verified. 
c. Applicants must reside within the UK (England, Wales, Scotland, Northern 

Ireland) 
d. Provision of the grants must meet the charity’s objectives. 
e. Grants will be awarded to ease the challenges of living with AS and to provide 

conventional treatments to ease or improve symptoms. Examples of funding 
to individuals could be for mobility aids, therapy sessions, sensory 
equipment, or devices to support speech & language. Alternative treatments 
not supported by the individuals’ medical practitioner would not be 
supported. Home improvements will not be supported by this grant scheme. 

f. Grant applications will be considered for items up to £1,000 or for £1,000 
towards the cost of a more expensive item. 

g. Priority will be given where the need is strongest and where supported by a 
health or education professional. 

h. Priority will be given to first time applicants and then to repeat applicants for 
whom the longest time has elapsed since their last award.  

i. Priority will be given to more recently diagnosed families.  
j. In the event that not all applications can be funded, then applications will 

receive priority based on date received.  
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k. Successful grants will only be paid on provision of a receipt.  Provision will be 
made for families for whom this is not possible. 
 

4. Decision making 
a. Decisions on the award of grants are made by the SYW Trustees according to 

the published schedule. 
b. All applicants will be informed by email of the outcome of the decision.  
c. It is a requirement that the award of any grant places the responsibility on 

the applicant to report on the spend of the grant and to return any monies 
not required for the purpose that they were awarded. 

d. It is the policy of SYW to provide equal opportunities without regard to race, 
colour, religion, national origin, gender, sexual preference, age, or disability. 

5. Process 
a. All applications should be made via the online form on Beacon. If any 

applicants need support including making an application in writing, they 
should contact SYW via email grants@spreadyourwingsuk.com  

b. All online applications will be acknowledged by an automatic email, please 
contact grants@spreadyourwingsuk.com if are unsure that your application 
has been received.  

c. Complete & eligible applications will be circulated to the committee within 
14 days in advance of the meeting. 

d. All applicants will be advised of the trustees’ decision within 14 days of the 
meeting. 

e. All decisions are at the discretion of the trustees and are final. 
 
 

6. Confidentiality 
 

All information provided as part of any application will remain confidential, 
particularly but not exclusively medical and financial details, which will only be used 
to confirm eligibility. 
 
This policy should be read in conjunction with our Conflict of Interest policy (where 
grant applicants are trustees) and the SYW Grant Application Form. This policy was 
approved in May 2026 and will be reviewed at least annually, feedback from 
applicants is welcome. This policy will be displayed on our website. 
www.SpreadYourWingsUK.com 
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